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REPORT OF CHIEF ENGIN EER.—Continued. 





Fort Schuyler, Long Island sound, New York.— 
On the 30th of September last, the state of this work 
was as follows: The land glacis, including sodding, 
nearly finished ; concrete foundations have been laid 
for gun platforms in the left branch of the place of 
arms and the right branch of the covert way; the 
necessary ramps, &c, ‘The breast-height walls and 
traverses of covert way completed ; the north branch 
of the ditch has been graded, and a culvert built for 
its drainings; the masonry of the coverface com- 
pleted, except a little coping ; the earth work is also 
nearly completed; the searp of the main work has 
been raised to its full height on two of the curtains 
and two of the tower bastions; and to the full height, 
exclusive of cordon, throughout the remaining part 
of the work, except the south demi-bastion and cur- 
tain of land front, of which the former has been 
raised to the height of 27 feet, and the latter to 20 
feet; the eastern stair turret has been raised to full 
height; the southeastern within one foot; the south- 
ern within five feet of the same. 

The piers of the gun casemates have been comple- 
ted, and those of the barrack casemates built to an 
average height of more than eighteen feet. The brick 
work of the year includes nineteen gun casemate 
arches, three at the gorges of the tower bastions, and 
communication arches in the piers of the barrack 
casemates, 


Considerable masses of earth were removed from 
in front of the water faces. 


Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, . ° - $28,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, - . ~» 9,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

[st and 2d quarters of 1844, - 19,000 00 


Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - . - 40,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, - - - 20,000 00 

Castle Williams,.New York harbor, N. Y.—The 
parapet wall of tbis work was both too low and too 
thin to protect properly the guns and men upon the 
upper tier; it is about 600 feet in length, and has 
been rebuilt of proper dimensions. 

Recent service of a heavy gun in the lower tier ex- 
hibited such weakness in part of the embrasure as to 
require very thorough repair in all these openings, 
which will be finished, if possible, this year. This 








indispensable repair was not anticipated, and is rath. 
er expensive. : 

The process of repair has exhibited severai una- 
voidable sources of expense which could not be fore- 
seen, creating the necessity for a small additional ap- 
propriation, which it is hoped will place the castle in 
the state of efficiency required by its important po- 
sition. 

Balance of appropriation, nothing. 
Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, ~ s - $4,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, - - - 4,000 00 

South battery, Governor's island, New York har. 
bor.—There is a small sum in the Treasury applica- 
ble to this work, sufficient to meet the small addi- 
tional repairs which it is designed to make early next 
year. 

Balance in the Treasury on the ‘30th 


September, 1843, ~ e - $1,350 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, . - - 500 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, . - 850 00 


Fort Columbus, Governor's island, New York har- 
bor.—As in the case of South battery, it has not been 
practicable to execute during the year the slight re- 
pairs necessary in the fort; they will be attended to 
early in the ensuing year, and the sum applicable 
will suffice. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843,  - . - $1,600 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, - : - 1,000 00 


To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, - = 600 00 


Sea wall, Castle Williams, Governor's island, New 
York harbor.—The moncy heretofore granted for the 
above object has been expended in a very satisfacto. 
ry manner; the wall erected is of the most substan- 
tial and durable kind, perfectly protecting the imme. 
diate front of the castle. The money was not, how- 
ever, quite sufficient to give all the extent to the 
wall which is found to be expedient, and it will be 
necessary, at a future day, to ask for a small appro. 
priation for that purpose. The temporary arrange- 
ment made to secure the two extremities will answer 
for a year or two. 

Permanent wharves, Fort Columbus, Governor's 
island, New York.—The abutment adjoining the 
shore has been completed, except the coping; the 


wooden bridge connecting the abutment with the 
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pier head is about to he commenced, and the whole 
work is expected to be conipluted before the coming 
winter. The unexpended balance being eonsidered 
sufficient for completion, no further appropriation is 
asked for this work. 

Balanee in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, = - ° - $2,450 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, - - - 2,450 00 


No further appropriation is asked. 

Fort Gibson, Ellis’s island, New York harbor.— 
This battery is in the same condition as reported in 
my last annual report. 

It has not been practicable to direct the attention 
of an officer to the objects mentioned therein, as ex- 
acting a little additional work. I trust they may be 
accomplished next year, without asking any addi- 
tional grant from Congress. 

Repairs of Fort Wood, Bedlow’s island, New 
York.—The tea wall and advanced battery, to which 
operations have been hitherto restricted, are nearly 
completed—nothing of importance remaining to be 
done but laying down some of the pintle centres and 
gun traverses. ‘This advanced battery is calculated 
for 45 guns, of heaviest caliber. 

It is now designed to take up the necessary repairs 
of the fort itself. 


Balance remaining in the Treasury cn 


the 30th September, 1843, - ° $22,700 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, - : 5,500 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

lst and 2d quarters of 1844, . : 12,200 


Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - . © 10,000 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, ° . ° 15,000 

Repairs of Fort Hamilton, New York harbor.— 
The decayed floors and lining of the casemates 
of the advanced redoubts have been removed, and 
the rooms and galleries paved with bricks, laid 
on a foundation of concrete; granite platforms and 
iron rails have been provided for the casemate how- 
itzers ; concrete window sills and brick lintels have 
been substituted for the former wooden ones; the 
doors and windows have been repaired and partly ky- 
anized ; the magazines are thoroughly ventilated, and 
floored and ceiled with kyanized weod ; all the embra- 
sures have been repaired; the half embrasures of the 
parapet have been filled up, the wall raised for bar. 
bette guns, and provided with coping; the arches, 
although covered with sheet Jead, were found to leak 
very badly ; one half of -hem have. been uncovered 
and provided with a bituminous covering, half an 
inch thick, and with improved arrangements for 
drainage; the other half are to be covered and drain. 
ed in like manner ; some of the earthen slopes of the 
covert way have been made more gentle and resod- 
ded ; the drainage of the ditch improved; prepara- 
tions are in progress for kyanizing the timber for the 
renewal of the drawbridge, and for the partitions of 
the communication galleries. 


The covert way has been modified by removing the 
top of the breast-height wall, and by other changes 
essential to defence. The result of these labore will 
be to put this important little work in condition of 
service, and to extend materially the accommodation 
of the garrison of Fort Hamilton, both in respect to 
people and stores. 

Nothing of importance has been done at the fort 
itself, on account of the late period at which the ap. 
propriation became applicable, and the restrictions 
imposed by the state of the Treasury as to the amount 
to be expended. Serious damage was done, on the 
22d of August last, to some of the exterior slopes of 
this work, by a rain of unprecedented violence, and 
which caused natural banks to fall, that had stood in 
safety for a period extending back beyond the me. 


as far as practicable, be repaired this fall, and in the 
spring it is proposed to proceed with repairs and mo- 
¢ifications indispensable to the efficiency of the fort, 
and the convenience and health of the garrison. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, - : - $15,364 36 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

fourth quarter of 1843, ° - 5,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, - - 10,364 36 


Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - ° - 10,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, ° « - 5,000 00 

Repairs of Fort Lafayette, New York harbor.— 
Operations have been confined to painting certain 
parts of the wood work, and to some other smal! 
matters. 

The first and second batteries are now armed and 
ready for service; the guns of the barbette battery 
are now in position, but not yet furnished with car- 
riages. The funds now applicable to the work are 
sufficient for the contemplated modification of the 
magazines, and for some additional slight repairs. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, - ° - $2,841 00 
To be drawn from the ‘Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, - ° - 2,841 00 


No further appropriation is asked. 

Repairs of Batteries Hudson and Morton, Staten 
island, New York harbor.—With the exception of 
some injury caused to the natural banks by the 
storm of the 22d August last, these batteries are in 
the condition reported last year : they are both ready 
for service. ‘Two or three small magazines should, 
however, be constructed in suitable positions. An 
old culvert was, by the force of the torrents of rain, 
carried away, endangering the foundation of a light- 
house standing in one of the batteries, This has 
been repaired by the Treasury Department. The in- 
jury done to the banks in front of the batteries is 
now in course of repair by the engineer officer in 
charge. 

The cominissary general of the State of New 





York has taken under his care the State lands which 








mory of man. ‘These broken slopes of the fort will, — 
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form the site of these batteries, and has placed at 
Forts Tompkins and Richmond a military storekeep- 
er of the State. The ground surrounding the bat- 
teries and forts has been leased to private indivi- 
duals. 

The great value of this position in the defensive 
system of the harbor of New York, will justify my 
again urging the importance of the purchase of this 
position from the State. It is the key of the har- 
bor—its proper occupation by military works being 
indispensable to a good defence of the main channel. 

I beg leave to quote on this subject from my re- 
port of last year : 

The consent of the State of New York having 
been obtained thereto, the sum of $15,171 97 has 
been expended within the last eighteen months in 
bringing into condition for service two of the batte- 
ries on the important position on the west side of the 
Narrows. But there yet remains much to be done 
there. ‘The water battery, very essential to the de- 
fence, is in ruins, and the fort on the hill (Fort 
Tompkins) indispensable to guard the defences from 
being turned in the rear, and rendered useless, is in 
the same condition. Application has several times 
been made for an appropriation to purchase these 
works from the State, and commence operations; 
and itis to be hoped that, for the reasons heretofore 
urged, this authority may be accorded. Even the 
sum of $50,000, which would embrace the purchase 
of the site and the erection of small magazines for 
the service of the newly prepared batteries, would 
suffice for the present, and, besides accomplishing 
these objects, would allow the exercise of the autho. 
rity of the General Government in preservation of 
the property there. The officer of engineers who has 
made the repairs says: ‘The tract is open to the 
trespasses of the cattle of the neighborhood, and of 
the idlers who constantly resort there from the city 
of New York. These batteries are now in perfect 
order, but, unless measures are taken for their pro. 
tection and preservation, they will soon relapse to 
their former ruinous condition.” 

A suggestion worthy of consideration has been 
made—that Fort Gansevoort (a fort erected during 
the last war) and its site, within the city of New 
York, should be sold, and the proceeds applied to the 
purchase of the State works and their site, on Staten 
island. Fort Gansevoort is in a position which is 
every day becoming more and more masked by the 
growth of the city into the river; and, before many 
years, its few guns, even if the expense were incur. 
red of putting the battery in good condition, would 
be less serviceable than if arranged on neighboring 
positions; and the addition to the strength of the 
defences of the city, which would result from expend. 
ing the proceeds of the sale upon the purchase and 
repair of the Staten island works, would greatly ex. 
ceed the force of this work, even in its best days, 
For these and other reasons of a like nature, I ad. 
vise that Congress be asked to authorize the sale of 
Fort Gansevoort and the ground on which it stands, 
and also the application of the funds as above men- 
tioned. Iam not able to say what sum would be 
realized, but think, if this course be adopted, that we 


may dispense with the sum asked for the Staten is- 
land works in the estimates of this office for the half 
year ending December 31, 1844. 

Estimate of the amount, required to be 

appropriated for the purchase of site 

and commencement of operations for 

the half year ending December 31, 

1844, ° ° . - $50,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, ° : - 50,000 00 

Sandy Hook, NewYork harbor.—In respect to the 
project of a defensive work on this position, I can. 
not do better than renew the recommendation in the 
words of my annual report to your department, of 
November 19, 1841: ; 

The original project of defence for New York har- 
bor contemplated two large casemated batteries on 
the shoals about three miles outside of Sandy Hook. 
They were designed to prevent an entrance into the 
lower harbor—a large and admirable roadstead, lying 
between the Narrows and Sandy Hook. 

A recent survey of the exterior mouth of the har. 
bor has shown, however, that the works would be 
unavailing, from the existence of another channel 
which they would not command, This newly dis. 
covered channel may, moreover, be the result of na. 
tural changes in the form and position of the shoals ; 
and so long as this point remains unsettled it would 
obviously be unwise to erect expensive structures that 
might be the subject and even the cause of other 
changes. 

Tho introduction into the naval service, within a 
few years, of numerous vessels of light draught of 
water (which vessels could avoid any works erected 
on the shoals) removes all reason for adhering to the 
original design. 

Abandoning the advanced position, a work on 
Sandy Hook becomes necessary ; and its immediate 
commencement is urged, for the following reasons : 

Ist. It will exercise an important action on the 
passage of all large vessels. 

2d. It will prevent the occupation of the best an. 
chorage in the lower harbor by an enemy, who, an. 
chored#here, would at all seasons of the year main- 
tain a perfect blockade. No stress of weather would 
oblige him to take an offing. 


3d. Although an enemy might perhaps anchor in 
the lower bay beyond the reach uf shot and shells 
from this work and those at the Narrows, still there 
is no probability that the anchorage would be sought 
for any purpose of blockade or investment, when it 
could be entered or departed from only by passing 
under the fire of the heavy battery now proposed. 

Ath. It will remove the landing place of an expe 
dition against the city or the navy yard to a consid. 
erable distance from both; whereas such a landing 
could now be made within five or six miles of the 
latter, with no obstacle intervening between the ene- 
my and his object. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated. 
The above are deemed sufficient, however, to show 





the necessity of a work on the point named. 
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~ For the commencement of such a work, the fol- 
lowing estimate is made: 
Sum required to be appropriated for 

the half year ending December 31, 

1844, - - - - $25,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, - - - 25,000 00 

Fort Mifflin, Delaware river.—It has not been 
possible to spare an officer to conduct the operations 
necessary for the repair of portions of this fort, and 
for the preservation of the site. I trust it will be 
practicable next vear. In the mean time, the 
amount now applicable, having been appropriated 
since 1841, will, except a small portion pledged for 
expenses of supervision, revert to the Treasury, if 
not reappropriated at an early day, which I respect- 
fully urge. 
Balance in the Treasury on fhe 30th 


September, 1843, : . - $5,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, - : ° 100 00 


Balance liable to revert to surplas fund 
on 3lst December, 1843, and request- 
ed to be reappropriated for the half 
year ending December 31, 1844, - $4,900 00 


Operations on this work are still awaiting the adjust- 
ment of the title to the island. As the sum provi- 
sionally appropriated in September, 1841, will revert 
to the surplus fund at the end of the present year, I 
have to request that it may be reappropriated, under 
the same provision as before, namely, that the sum 
is to be applicable only in case the title to the island 
shall be decided to be in the United States. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 

September, 1843, liable to revert on 

the 3lst December, 1843, and estima- 

ted to be reappropriated for the half 

year ending December 31, 1844, - $81,465 25 

Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Maryland.—Two or 
three small jobs needed at this work, to perfect its 
defensive condition, have necessarily been postponed, 
for want of an officer to assign to them. I hope to 
be able to execute them the coming year. 

There is no remaining balance to the eredit of this 
work ; but as the small expenditures contemplated 
are of a nature to fall perfectly within the appropria- 
ion for contingent expenses, it is proposed to apply 
the necessary amount from that fund, not asking a 
specific grant. 

Fort on Sollers’s Point flats, Baltimore harbor, Ma- 
ryland.—I cannot do better than to renew the pro- 
position to commence this work in the words of the 
annual report for the year 1839: 

With Fort McHenry as the only defensive work 
between Baltimore and the Chesapeake bay, that 
city is wholly without defences against an attack by 
land—such, for instance, as was undertaken by the 
English daring the last war—and is, at the same time, 


not adequately protected from an attack by the river. 
The first step to be taken in the creation of a bet- 
ter system of defence for this harbor, is the erection 


of a strong casemated battery on the outer extreini- 


ty of Sollers’s Point flats, a work projected by the 
board of engineers many years ago. This work be- 
ing completed, the channel of the river will be power- 
fally commanded, and an enterprise advancing 
against the city from North point, or along the op- 
posite shore, will be liable to be cut off from all 
retreat by troops thrown across the river, or sent 
down the river and landed near the work. 

The position is a good one, the work is indispen- 
sable to the security of Baltimore; and, as much 
time must necessarily be consumed in raising the 
foundation out of water, it seems important that im- 
mediate measures be taken for the commencement 
of the work, and to this end a small appropriation is 
asked for next year. 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, - ° - $25,000 00 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
June 30, 1845, pa a - 25,000 00 
Forts in Annapolis harbor, Maryland .—The same 

want of an officer to take charge of these works 





wuich prevented a commencement of repairs last 
_year has operated in like inanner during the present 


‘season. It has not been practicable to assign to the 
Fort Delaware, Pea Patch Island, Delaware bay.— | 


trust a person of due experience, without drawing 
'him from more important ones. I hope, however, to 
make such arrangements for next year, as will per- 
|mit the repair to be begun; and therefore have to 
request that the sum now in the Treasury tothe cre- 
dit of these works, and which will lapse to the sur. 
plus fund at the end of the present calendar year, 
may be reappropriated at an early day. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 

September, 1843, liable to revert on 

the 3lst December, 1843, and estima. 

ted to be reappropriated for the half 

year ending June 30, 1844, - - $5,000 60 

Repairs of Fort Washington, Maryland.—The 
operations of the year have been confined chiefly to 
| repairs and alterations of existing portions of the 
| work. The labor has been applied to grading the 
parade, terrepleins, ramps, and ditch of the demi 
june; unmasking the fire of its right face, by remev- 
ing the high bank in front of the same; forming its 
glacis, and that of the left face; embanking varieus 
parts of the work, &c. 

The brick masonry has been applied to coping of 
demilune counterscarp, 628 running feet; relaying 
old drains, 157 running feet; constructing new 
drains, 523 running feet ; pointing, 7,045 square feet ; 
parade wall, building mortar mill, and paving. 

The stone masonry has been applied to relaying a 
portion and pointing the whole of the counterscarp 
of the demilune; repairing scarp; cutting and lay- 
ing steps for shot furnace and guard room ; founda- 
tion of parade wall; and constructing about one- 
third of a new caponier casemate, designed to flank 
the most exposed part of the work. With the excep- 
tion of a little strengthening, required by the pintle 
blocks, the demilune is in complete repair, and ready 
for service. 





A portion of the embankment executed has been 
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for the security of an angle of the work which is ex 
posed to peculiar danger, namely, the sinking of the 
earth which lies in front of it. Of this there are 
several curious instances in the immediate neighbor- 
hood. This point demands, and is receiving, the 
close attention of the officer in charge, who will, I 
have little doubt, ascertain the better remedy. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, . e - $15,400 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, . _ - 6,400 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

ist and 2d quarters of 1844, - - 9,000 00 


Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - ° - 18,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, - - - 10,000 00 

Fort Monroe, Hampton roads, Virginia.—Opera- 
tions on this work, which had been suspended for a 
tume by the condition of the Treasury, were resumed 
in November last, and have embraced the following 
objects, to wit: Repairs of parade wall of fronts 1, 
2,3, 5, and 6; construction of breast-height wall of 
No. 5, main work, and covert way of 5 and 6; re. 
vetting interior parapet slope on fronts 4 and 5 of the 
main work, and on the covert way of front No. 6; 
laying and resetting coping ; altering embrasures for 
carronades and howitzers on flanks of Nos. 1, 2, and 
3; preparing and laying pintle blocks and traverse 
circles on fronts 5 and 6, and traverse irons on 5 and 
7; relaying pavement and traverse stones in gun 
rooms on fronts 1, 2, 5, and 7; paving terrepleins, 
constructing and repairing ramps and ramp drains, 
and other drains in various parts of the work; ven. 
tilating and improving the powder magazines on 
fronts Nos. 2, 3, and 5; pointing the masonry of 
various parts of the work ; repairing arches on front 
No. 5, and inserting conduit pipes for drainage on 5 
and 6; forming banqueites on 5 and 7, and laying 
banquette steps on 5 and 6 ; embanking and sodding 
covert way of 5 and 6; laying zinc on breast-height 
wall of No. 4; constructing lock gate ; forming dike 
on No. 5; paving and draining ditch of 5 and 6 ; al- 
tering wing walls of No. 7 ; constructing a wattled 
fence, with strong piles, for the preservation of the 
beach, in front of Nos, 1, 2, and 3; constructing la- 
borers’ quarters, and slightly repairing engineer quar- 
ters. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, - ° - $46,765 11 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, - ° - 11,800 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, - - 34,965 11 


Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, - ° - 15,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
June 30, 1845, ° - - 15,000 00 
Fort Calhoun, Hampton roads, Virginia.—As sta- 
ted in former reports, the foundations of this work 





were loaded prior to December, 1841, with a weight 
much greater than that to be ultimately sustained, 
and the prosecution of the work postponed till ail 
subsidence shall have ceased. During the year pre- 
ceding my last annual report, the centre of the mass 
had subsided less than half an inch, the embrasures 
about seven-cighths of an inch. Of the subsidence 
during the past year the statement has not yet been 
received at this office, though it is believed to have 
been in the decreasing ratio heretofore noticed. 
While awaiting the period to commence the super- 
structure, a balance in the Treasury has become lia- 
ble to revert to the surplus fund, which it is desirable 
to have reappropriated, as needed within a year for 
the collection and preparation of materials. No fur- 
ther sum is now asked. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, —- t - $26,252 01 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, - ‘ - 10,000 00 


Amount liable to revert to surplus fund, 

and estimated to be reappropriated for 

the half year ending December 31, 

1844, : - - - 16,252 01 

Repairs of Fort Macon, Beaufort harbor, N. C.— 
The operations on these repairs have been mainly as 
follows, within the year : 

The scarp walls of the two land fronts have been 
strengthened by counterforts, in the same way that 
fronts 1, 2,and 3, had been previously strengthened ; 
the parapets of the five fronts which had been re. 
moved for these operations have been replaced and 
graded to their proper slopes, the exterior slopes be- 
ing sodded. ‘The roofs of the maim casemates have 
received particular attention, in reference to securi- 
ty from leaks, the leaded roofings of the counter. 
scarp arches made tight; much pointing done in va. 
rious parts of the work; several gun traverses have 
been laid in the main work ; nearly all of the inte. 
rior slopes of the parapet of the main work and co. 
vert way have been revetted with kyanized wood. 
On fronts 4 and 5, the terreplein and banquettes of 
the main work, and a portion of the banquettes of 
the covert way, have been graded; the glacis cou- 
pée has been graded, and its exterior slope sodded 
nearly to completion ; the floors of the counterscarp 
casemates have been raised fifteen inches, preparato. 
ry to being paved ; the ditch has also been raised, for 
better drainage. Several small jobs have been done, 
for the improvement of the magazine, cisterns, post- 
erns, &c. Of the work still required for the com- 
pletion of repairs, the principal are—the construc- 
tion of six carronade embrasures for the defence of 
the ditch; laying a few sets of traverse circles and 
a number of pintle blocks; the completion of the 
wood work of the new gutes ; the grading of the ter- 
repleins of three fronts of the main work, and those 
of the covert way, and the completion of the ban- 
quette of the latter; the grading of the ditch; the 
raising of the glacis of front No. 5 about eighteen 
inches; and the regulation of the glacis of fronts I, 
2,and 3. For the completion of these repairs, and 
the erection of a permanent wharf, an appropriation 
of $10,000 is requested. 
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Balance in the Treasury on the 30th of 


September, 1843, . . - $9,063 98 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ath quarter of 1843, - - 8,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, - - 1,063 98 


Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated forthe half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - - 10,000 00 

Preservation of the site of Fort Macon, N. C.—A 
large quantity of palmetto logs and of rough stone 
have been obtained, forthe formation of jettees. A 
new westcrn jettee (No. 4) has been built out 225 
feet, nearly 1,000 tons of stone having been placed 
on it; about 1,000 tons of stone and a grillage of 50 
feet have been added to jettee No. 2, increasing its 
length to 350 feet, andits height to that of high wa. 
ter; 900 tons of stoue and a grillage of 50 feet have 
been added to jettee No. 1, increasing its height to 
that of high water, and the length of the portion 
thus raised to 211 feet. 

A sinall jettee, containing about 30 tons of stone, 
has been placed between Nos. 1 and 2. 

For the further security of this site, it is proposed 
next to increase slightly the 'ength of the two prin. 
cipal jettees now constructed, and to construct two 
new ones: to do which, the money now on hand is 
believed to be adequate. 

The general result of the operations continues to 
be favorable, and to justify the belief that the site 
will, by the process, be permanently secured. It is 
as yet too soon to say when operations may cease, 
but there is reason to hope that any further appro. 
priation may be dispensed with; at any rate, none 
need be asked for next year. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th Sep. 


tember, 1843, ° ° $12,342 50 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 4th 

quarter of 1843, a ° - 8,100 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the lst 

and 2d quarters of 1844, - - 4,242 50 


No appropriation asked for the year ending 30th 
June, 18415. 


justing, in some places, the terreplein of the main 
work. Those pat‘s of the work which have already 
been repaired sre in good condition. “No further 


.ippropriation is asked for the fort. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th Sep. 

tember, 1843, . : - $3,460 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter, of 1843, - - 3,460 00 


Preservation of the site of Fort Caswell, North 
Carolina.—In my last annual report, an appropria- 
tion of $6,509 was asked for the construction of a 
jettee, and an extension of the wharf; that appro. 
priation is again solicited, as necessary for the pre- 
servation of the site. 

No balance in the Treasury. 
Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the preservation of the 

site of Fort Caswell for the half year 

ending December 31, 1844, ° - $6,500 00 

Castle Pinckney, Charleston, South Carolina.—It 
has not been practicable to apply, during the pre- 
sent year, the means of additional stability required 
by the pintle centres of the guns. This will be 
attended to at an early day, without asking any fur- 
ther grant from Congress, In all other respects the 
work is in good order. 

Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor, South Carolina. 
—Some slight repairs have been made within the 
year to this work, and some additional ones are still 
necessary, which will be accomplished by means of 
a small balance remaining in the hands of the agent. 

No appropriation is asked for this work. 

Preservation of the site of Fort Moultrie, Charles- 
ton harbor, South Carolina.—Since January last, 
labor has been executed in a sinall way on these 
works, with a small balance in hands of the agent. 
By replacing the fallen stones upon the foundations 
of the old crib work, and adding some new material, 
a permanent character to the portions thus recon- 
structed has been given, 

As these breakwaters were entirely experimental 
in the first instance, it was ptoper to erect them in 
the cheapest way. Having been proven to be effec- 





Repairs of Fort Caswell, Oak island, North Caro-| 


tual, itis now necessary to give perinanence to thei ; 


lina.—A considerable extent of the interior slope of | and to this end it is desirable, as stated in my report 


the parapet of the main work and of the govert way 
has been properly revetted ; the interior slopes of the 
rampart and counterscarp have been remade; the 
ramps have been readjusted; the floor of the citadel, 
which had sunk in some places, has been raised to 
its proper level; culverts have been enlarged ; the 
ventilation of the magazines has been improved ; the 


banquettes and terrepleins have been readjusted and] 


graded; the roofing of the capuniers has been com. 
pleted ; the bottom of the cunette graded ; some re. 
pairs have been made on the outer dike, and a sub. 
stantial lock gate constructed for it. 

Of the repairs still to be made, the most important 
are, the readjustment of the slopes of the glacis 
coupée, glacis and parapet of main work—the latter 
already considerably advanced; the completion of 
the slopes of the parapets of the fort and covert way ; 
the pavement of the caponiers ; additional improve. 


ment of the ventilation of the magazines, and read-| 


| of last year, to build on the foundations of the cribs 
|a regular stone breakwater, similar to that at Fort 
Johnson. The old works will furnish a large pro- 
portion of the materials. I have therefore to renew 
the application made last year for a specific appro. 
priation for this object. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 39th 


September, 1843, ° - $102 69 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, “ . 102 69 


Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, ° - 16,000 00 
Estimate of the* amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
June 30, 1845, ° . - 7,000 09 
Dike on Drunken Dick shoal, Charleston harbor, 
| South Carolina.—This dike of rough granite, rost- 
‘ng on grilluges of palmetto logs, and running from 
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a point opposite Fort Moultrie out, ultimately, to 
solid rock in deep water, in a direction nearly at 
right angles te the shore, has now been completed 
for a length of three hundred and eighty feet—six- 
ty feet more being in progress. Operations were 
commenced in April last. 

The granite for this breakwater is obtained from 
the North; the logs from the neighboring islands. 
As the work is now extended beyond low water, the 
stones can be delivered on the spot from scows and 
lighters, and its construction will in consequence be 
more rapid and less expensive. It is designed to 
continue it steadily forward, as far as it shall be 
found advantageous and the means will permit. 
This mode of progress is favorable to a development 
of its effects; so long as new benefits continue to 
flow from it, its progress may be continued—to be 
arrested the moment its beneficial action shall have 
ceased. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, ° ° - $35,149 08 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, a ° 
To be drawn from thé Treasury in the 

lst and 2d quarters of 1844, - 20,000 00 


Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, ° - 25,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, - - - 25,000 00 

Fort Sumter, Charleston, South Carolina.—This 
work has advanced with steadiness, and without ac- 
cident or injury. The stone work of the founda- 
tions of the gorge has been completed, and of the 
greater portion of two piers on oach flank; 1,500 
tons of rough stone have been used on the enrock- 
ment of the gorge and its western angle ; the brick 
work of the scarp, casemate piers, and parade wall 
of the gorge, has been raised to a height of three 
feet above the stone foundation. No evidence has 
been observed of any settling in the foundations dur- 
ing the year. 

The present condition of this work, as well as its 


importance to the security of the harbor, demands | 


that it should be prosecuted with vigor. Real econo- 
my will be consulted by availing of the present well- 
organized system of operations to push the work as 
fast as the condition of the Treasury will allow. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 

September, 1843, ° - - $55,874 80 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ath quarter of 1843, - ° ° 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, e 25,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, “ - 50,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, - - - 35,000 00 

Preservation of the site of Fort Johnston, Charles - 
ton harbor, South Carolina.—In October of 1841, as 


13,200 00 


mentioned in my last annual report, a storm of great 
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violence caused some injury to the old works, and to 
those in progress for the protection of this site. After 


repairing this damage, the work was resumed of ex. © 


tending the breakwater in a southerly direction 
nearly parallel to the shore, with occasional spurs to 
break the force of the waves. This is expected to be 
finished with present means, and by the middle of 
December next; but for the security of this work an 
embankment of shells and sand in its rear is found 
to be necessary ; and an estimate for that object is 
presented by the agent, requiring a small additional 
appropriation, 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 

September, 1843, nothing 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - : - $1.500 00 

Fort Pulaski, Savannch river, Georgia.—Though 
retarded in the sickly months of July, August, and 
September, the operations have been continued 
since the appropriation of the last Congress became 
applicable. 


8,149 08| The fort itself is, in the main, complete, requiring 


only some smaller, though indispensable, operations, 
namely, painting the inside of quarters and barracks, 
raising some additional masonry for the security of 
the magazine, and closing some small openings left 
in walls for communications; grading, paving, paint- 
ing, plastering, laying gun tracks, erecting bridges 
and drawbridge, with the requisite machinery. The 
outworks are not so forward. 

The necessary excavation, and the piling and gril- 
lage for the scarp and gorge of the demilune, have 
been executed, and the wall is in progress. Much 
of the earth of the ramparts has been placed, and 
also that for the advanced battery. Considerable 
work has been exocuted upon the dikes, breakwater, 
and wharves, which were materially injured by ase- 
vere galein October last. The great height to which 
the water rose on this occasion, and its effects, have 
convinced me that it will be no more than prudent 
to construct a counterscarp wall to the ditch—an 
operation which it was hoped might be saved. 

An accurate survey of the island has been made 
by the engineer within the year. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 
September, 1843, a ° - $32,819 00 


To be drawn from the Treasury in the 


4th quarter of 1843, -~ - - 12,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, ° 20,819 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - - - 15,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated forthe half year ending 

June 30, 1845, ~ ° - 10000 00 

Defences on the coast of Georgia.—I beg leave to 
renew the application made last year for an appropri- 
ation for the con:nencement of a fort on this coast, 
on such site as the President shall select. This pro- 
ject met the warm support of your predecessor, and 
was reported by the Military Committee, but not 
acted on by Congress. 
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Estimate of the amount required to be the existing channels of communication. This iso~ 
appropriated for the half year ending lated position of Pensacola, in reference to any pro- 
December 31, 1844, ° - - $15,000 00} ductive or populous region, is its peculiar disadvan- 

Estimate of the amount required to be tage ; which has all along been kept in view by those 
appropriated for the half year ending connected with the defensive preparations, and by 
June 30, 1845, ‘ > P e 15,000 00\them has been repeatedly presented to the notice of 
Repairs of Fort Marion, St. Augustine, Florida.— | the Government. 

Operations commenced in February last, a large} ‘There was a time when private enterprise seemed 

quantity of materials having been collected during | about to convert this mere harbor of refuge into one 

the previous year. |of the great entrepots of Western commerce, by 

At the three salients, and other points where the | opening a direct and speedy communication with the 

old work had given way, a strong granite wall has | interior; but since the failure or postponment of that 
been built (10 feet high by 6 or 7 feet thick, and in hope, the extent to which the General Government 
all 224 feet long) on a foundation of concrete ; and | may in such a case interfere to carry out enterprises 
all the remaining part of the wall has been refaced | having such an object, would seem to have become a 
with granite to a height about two feet above ordi. | 'very important question. 
nary high water, and with shell stone above th: at Fort Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida.—As the 
level. A new breast-height wall for the whole bat- | attention of the engineer officer could not well be di- 
tery has been formed, either by new construction or| verted from other more pressing objects, no opera- 
by modification of old work ; and a culvert has been | tions have been carried on at this work during the 
constructed near each end, under this water or ad-| year. My inspection of the work last spring satis- 
vanced battery, which thoroughly drains the ditch | fied me of the necessity in reference to the accom- 
of the main work. The parapet of the advanced! modation, and possibly the health of the garrison, of 
battery, for a short distance, has been completed, the | several small improvements and modifications, which 
surface of its superior slope being formed of shell) will be taken up the moment the engineer officer has 
stone, or concrete ; in the same manner it is proposed opportunity. It is hoped the means now applicable 
to finish the parapet of the entire battery. Twenty will suffice. At any rate, no new appropriation is 
traverse circles have been placed on this battery, and | asked. 

the pintle blocks are on hand, and nearly ready to be! Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 

laid, The new terreplein behind the parapet of this, September, 1843, » _ - $9,736 40 

battery has been graded accurately, and is now To be drawn from the Treasury in the 





covered with thickly matted grass. Two thousand! 4th quarter of 1843, - ‘ “ 3,000 00 
one hundred cubic yards of masonry have been laid To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
during the year, and 1,500 yards of sand embanked. | Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, “ 6,736 40 


The unexpended balance is sufficient to complete the | Fort McRee, Foster’s bank, Pensacola, Florida.— 
repairs of the water battery. | | Some experience in the use of bituminous covering 

I consider it probable that repairs will be needed under the hot sun of this climate, and experiments 
at Fort Marion itself, but shall not be prepared to made upon this work during the current year, have 
say to what cxtent they should be applied until 1 led to such an application of this substance upon the 
shall have made a personal inspection thereof, which | terreplein, as it is hoped, will effectually prevent 





I hope to make early next spring. In the mean leaks into the casemates in every season of the year. 


time, the money remaining of former appropriations | 
will sufiice. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 
September, 1843, - . - $3,650 Ou 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, _ - : : 
No further appropriation is now asked. 
Pensacola harbor, Florida.—The fortifications of 


3,650 00 


The superintending officer has devoted much personal 
attention to this important matter. One hot-shot 
furnace has been completed with the exception of its 
wooden roof, and a few days’ work will complete 
another, A new brick coping of the parapet has 
been constructed along three-fourths of its extent, 
Sand thrown up by the wind against the scarp has 
been removed, and the place of supply covered with 


this harbor at the present moment,so far as the} the heath bush, in the hope that grass will grow up 


works themselves are concerned, constitute a formi- 
dable and efficient array of strength ; and within two 
or three years the entire system of local defence will 
be complete, excepting only such auxiliary means as 
may, without danger, be left to be executed when 
about to be needed. 

But there are other considerations connected with 
the security of this great harbor, which are inde. 
pendent of mere defences, whether naval or military 
—such, I mean, as relate to a safe and easy commu. 
nication with sources of supply and relief. These 
are of more than common interest here, because any 
enemy that should be able to test the arrangements 
for defence would, iu doing so, completely cut off all 


before the decay of the bushes, and thus protect the 
sand from the further action of the wind. Some 
pointing and other small matters have been at- 
tended to. 

To avert the decay of the beams (pitch pine) sup. 
porting casemate platforms, holes will be bored into 
the ends inserted into the walls, and filled with strong 
corrosive sublimate. Stoves will be put upon the 
floors of each of the gorge rooms, and on those of 
the wings of the second story, for the accommodation 
of the garrison; but, in the belief that the fort is 
deficient in the necessary accommodation for officers’ 
quarters, plans and estimates are made for the erec- 





tion of a building for that purpose outside the fort, 
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and accordingly a further appropriation of $5,v00 
is asked. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 
September, 1843, ° ; “ 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, - ‘ ‘ 
Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, . ~ o 5,000 00 
Fort Barrancas, Pensacola harbor, Florida.—Ope. 
rations have been carried on steadily, though not 
rapidly, during the year. The glacis has been com. 
pleted, with the exception of some adjustment of 
slopes, and planting and cultivating grass. The 
counterscarp and its crowning slopo is also done. 
The floors of the underlying galleries and gun case- 
mates remain to be paved with bricks, and the tra- 
verse circles and rails have to be laid. The four 
small magazines under the glacis are nearly fitted up. 
The scarp wall requires for completion about 1,600 
cubic yards of masonry; the relieving arches have 
been finished and covered with earth ; the two maga- 
zines, connected therewith, are nearly completed, as 
also the wood work of the bridges. The subterra- 
nean communications are completed. 
It is anticipated that no more money (at any rate, 
not much more) will be wanted for the completion 
of the main work of Fort Barrancas, and its ad- 


$1,899 61 


1,899 61 


vanced battery standing near the edge of the water; 
and for those particular objects, therefore, no addi-| 
On account of the! 
construction of its advanced redoubt, equally neces. | 


tional grant is now solicited. 


sary with itself for covering the approaches to the 


navy yard, an appropriation in the next fiscal year is’ 
solicited of $25,000, As intervals of leisure could | 
be found from engagements on the works in progress, | 
the assistant engineer employed himself in making a 


detailed survey of the immediate locality of the Bar- 
rancas defences. 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, _—- - - $19,750 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, : - 12,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, ° 7,750 00 


Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, ° - 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
June 30, 1845, ° ° - 10,000 00 
Repairs of Fort Morgan, Mobile point, Alabama.— 

Operations, resumed in the month of July, have com. 
prised building a temporary wharf, preparations for 
closing useless posterns, modifying embrasures, point- 
ing brick work, ventilating the ceiling of citadel 
rooms, adjusting traverse plates,embanking advanced 
bastion, and repairing wood work of casemates. The 
advanced bastion is nearly ready to receive its tra- 
verse circles for barbette guns. 

The operations proposed for the coming year, and 
for which estimates are presented, embrace the con- 
tinuation of the repairs above mentioned, and the 
others following, namely: repaving and otherwise 


15,000 00 








repairing casemates on all the fronts, repairing pa- 
rade wall, repairing postern on front No. 5, repairing 
scarp and counterscarp wall and embrasures, drain- 
age of parade and ditch, and_ building four cisterns, 

Prior to the commencement of operations this year 
on this work, the officer in charge and his assistant 
were engaged, as elsewhere mentioned, in surveying 
the mouth of Mobile bay. Since August, the draw- 
ings connected with this survey have been in progress, 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, . . - $13,220 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, ° : 6,500 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, ° 6,720 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, ° - 8,500 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30,1845, .- : = 12,500 00 


Defensive works between Mobile bay and the Rigo- 
lets.—It is my duty here to renew my recommenda- 
tion, that works between these two parts of the Gulf, 
including the western outlets of Mobile bay, be 
commenced without further delay. The proposition 
has always had the sanction of the Executive, to 
which it was recommended by the obvious import. 
ance and necessity of such works, and it has also 
been sustained by the Military Committee of the 
House of Representatives. It has not been acted on 
by Congress, 

While there was a suspension of the repairs of 
Fort Morgan, during the last winter and spring, for 
want of funds, the engineer officer there stationed 
was directed by me to make an exact survey of the 
above-mentioned outlets, in connection with the main 
entrance. Of the latter, and of a portion of the 
bay above, there exists an excellent map, executed 
many years ago by Colonel Kearny, of the topographi- 
cal engineers, but as to the lateral issues mentioned 
there was no trustworthy information. The maps of 
the survey executed by the engineer officer may be 
soon expected, and will no doubt exhibit clearly the 
necessity of some additional works, though they may 
be small, I accordingly repeat my estimates for the 
appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1845, 
of $30,000, for the commencement of works of forti- 
fication for the defence of the Gulf frontier, at such 
positions between Mobile bay, in the State of Ala- 
bama, and the Rigolets, in the State of Louisiana, 
both inclusive, as, in the opinion of the President, 
may be best adapted to the purpose. 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 


December 31, 1844, - - $15,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, ° . - 15,000 00 


Repairs of Fort Pike, Rigolets, Louisiana.—The 
drawbridge has been put up, banquettes laid along 
the two land fronts, the brick pavement of the same 
fronts completed, terreplein of the circular water 
front repaired and repointed. Pointing has been 
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done on various parts of the work; some deficient 
stone and iron traverse circles have been supplied ; 
and defects in drainage have been remedied. The 
only additional repairs reported as necessary by the 
superintending engineer at this work are, the remo- 
val of the decayed zinc covering of the parapets 
which lie over the casemates of the three fronts, and 
the aubstitution of an asphaltic covering; for which 
purpose the necessary funds will be remitted from the 
balance of appropriation “for incidental expenses 


Making the total estimate for the preservation of 
the site of Fort Pike and its dependencies, for the 
half year ending December 31, 1844, $11,000. 

Fort Wood, Chief Menteur, Louisiana.—The more 
important repairs of this work, such particularly as 
had reference to defence and efficiency, have been 
made ; but there are others which, though they may 
bear less upon these points, are essential to accom. 
modation and health of the troops, and the preserva- 
tion of public property ; and all such are about to be 


attcading the repair of fortifications.” taken in hand. They are, chiefly, the paving of the 
No further appropriation for this military work is | terreplein of the bastion and half bastions of the land 
necessary ; but, for the preservation of the ground on| fronts; repairing portions of the terreplein already 
which it stands, a small grant of money is indispen- | laid; and pointing the masonry. The counterscarp 
sable, slopes, banquettes of the covered way, and crest of 
Ever since the establishment of this fort, the ac-| the glacis, have to be repaired and relevelled. The 
tion of the waves and of the current has been eating | decayed zinc covering of the parapets over the case- 
in upon the site, notwithstanding the preventives re- | mates has to be removed, and replaced by an asphal- 
sorted to. While these have certainly retarded this tic covering. All which purposes it is designed to 
hostile action, they have been palliatives rather than ‘accomplish out of the appropriation “ for incidental 
cures; and, in the end, the water has gained so ma-| expenses attending the repairs of fortifications.” No 
terially upon the land, that the immediate applica-| further specific grant is asked. 
tion of means, to prevent further effect, is indispensa-! Battery Bivenvenue, bayou Bienvenue, Louisiana. 
ble. In view of this necessity, I called last winter _—The only repairs of this work made this year have 
on the engineer officer present to make such a survey ' ‘consisted in securing the pintle arrangements of its 
of the water pass, of the neighboring grounds, and barbette guns, and making some slight improvements 
of the immediate site, as would allow the action of upon the magazine. It has been for some time turned 
the water to be thoroughly understood. His other over from the hands of the Engineer department. 
pressing avocations have, as yet, preventedthe com.| The repairs of the barracks and quarters, not com- 
pletion of the duty, although his results may be ex- ing within our province, were not comprised in our 
pected during the winter, Inthe meantime, on my operations. I may be permitted, however, to state 
personal inspection of the locality in May last, I be- that these buildings are uninhabitable in their pre- 
came satisfied that a remedy could be applied; and, sent condition; and asthe work cannot be kept from 
as it is of the greatest importance that no time should destruction without the presence of some troops, 
be lost, I have to request that the sum of $5,000 may which experience has already shown, it would seem 
be appropriated for the purpose, to be applied in the advisable to place the buildings, or a portion of them, 





half year ending December 31, 1844. The passing 
waters and the waves are now kept from rolling into 
the ditch of the fort only by a line of pickets, al-' 
ready, to some extent, broken and loose. The par- 
ticular measures to be adopted will be the subject of 
careful examination and study. 

A neighboring position, occupied, as a part of the | 
same post, by the hospital building, surgeons’ quar. | 
ters, &c., is also suffering rapidly Sen the abrading | 
action of the water, as I witnessed last spring, and | 
as has been repeatedly stated by officers of the gar- 
rison. I have caused a survey to be made of this| 
ground also, by the same epgincer officer ; and, when | 
on the spot with him, and with his project for the 
protection of the site in hand, I examined the injury. 
I fully approve of the remedy he proposes, namely, 
the erection of a sea wall; aud, with slight modifi- 
cation, nothing can be better than his project. A 
copy of his drawings and estimates have been daily 
looked for; but, as these have been delayed by his 
unavoidable occupation on other matters, I have my- 
self made a rough estimate, according to which the 
expense will be about $6,000; for which sum I have 
to ask an appropriation for the protection of the site 
of the hospital establishment at Fort Pike. 

This position of the hospital, besides its conveni- 
ence in many respects, is deemed to be of remarka- 





ble saluurity. 


in condition for comfortable occupation, although it 
should be for only a small number of troops. 

The work, as regards its defences, is now in a 
complete state, and perfectly controls one of the 
avenues to the city of New Orleans—the one fol- 


lowed by the British troops last war; but, without 


some better protection than a hired fort keeper, will 
soon fall into dilapidation, as ruinous as that from 
which it has been recently retrieved. On my visit 
to the work last spring, the fort was found without 


, any occupant. 


No further appropriation is asked by this office for 
repairs. 

Tower Duprés, bayou ‘Duprés, Louisiana.—This 
tower, containing provision for six carronades or 
howitzers, with a small magazine, together with 
room for the accommodation of a certain number of 
men, is entirely complete, as well as the battery for 
heavy guns at its foot; and it affords ample protec. 
tion to the bayou at the mouth of which it stands— 
this bayou being one of the more direct avenues to 
the city of New Orleans. 

The tower, at least, should receive its armament of 
six carronades or howitzers, and should be garrisoned 
by a few trusty men—two or three might suffice in 
time of peace. Some protection of this sort is indis- 
pensable, or it will fall into the state of ruin from 
which it has cost a considerable sum to redeem it. 
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The garrison should be required to keep down the 
growth of grass and shrubbery on the battery, or this 
will soon be unserviceable. 

No further appropriation is wanted for this work, 
Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 

September, 1843, : - ° 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, - - - 830 00 

Fort Jackson, Mississippi river, Louisiana.—Ope- 
rations were resumed in March last as soon as means 
becamne available, and continued till June, when 
sickness required a suspension. They will be re- 
coinmenced in November. 

The breast-height wall, and the arched communi- 
cation leading into the bastions, have been complet- 
ed; a postern cut through front No. 3; drainage of 
bastion terrepleins completed; casemates paved, all 
but three; some pointing has been done, and other 
slight masonry repairs. 

A considerable amount of carpentry has been fin - 
ished, in addition to a drawbridge which has been 
made and put up. The glacis coupée has been com. 
pleted, all but a little grading, and nearly all the sur. 
plus earth removed from the bastions. 

The sum still available for this work will be ap- 
plied to completing the embanking, grading, and 
sodding of the glacis coupée, parapets, banquettes, 
terrepleins, and ramparts ; to revetting with timber 
the counterscarp of the interior ditch ; building sus- 
taining walls for the traverses of the covert way ; 
fitting up the postern casemates, and arranging there- 
in another magazine ; regulating the interior of the 
bastions; paviag the floors of the citadel ; raising its 
parade and that of the main work, with some other 
slight matters, For these purposes, an additional 
appropriation is required for next year. 
Balance in the Treasury on the. 30th 

September, 1843, - ° ° 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, - - : 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, 2 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, - ° . 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending : 

June 30, 1845, - ° : 5,000 00 

Fort St. Philip, Mississippi river, Louisiana.— 
The engineer officer in charge of this, with other 
works near New Orleans, has not found it practica.- 
ble, during the past year, to apply himself to the re- 
pairs of this work ; it therefore stands as it did at the 
date of my report last year; the work still requisite 
here will, however, be undertaken as soon as the offi- 
cer can divert a portion of his time from other more 
important operations. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


$830 00 


$11,000 00 
4,000 00 


7,000 00 


5,000 00 


September, 1843, - » - $10,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
4th quarter of 1843, - ° : 2,500 00 


To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, : 
No further appropriation is now asked. 


7,900 00 











Fort Livingston, Grande Terre island, Louisiana. 
—The appropriation for the year 1842, although 
very small, was kept back, so that it was necessary 
to suspend work almost entirely for that year ; and it 
was not until June of the present year that a resump- 
tion could be undertaken with any vigor. Since 
then, work has advanced well, and will continue so 
todo as long as means avail. In this remote posi- 
tion, it is very necessary to economy, when once la- 
bors are organized, to keep the system in motion ; 
and it is earnestly hoped that this smal] but impor. 
tant fort may now advance steadily to completion. 
The rear wall of the counterscarp gallery and case- 
mates has been built up to its full height, and also 
the piers of the reverse casemates, and three fect 
added to the height of the counterscarp wall; the 
scarp wall, which before had been raised generally 
six feet above its foundation, has been raised, on the 
southwest front, and half of the northwest front, two 
feet; onthe southeast front, eleven feet ; and on the 
northeast front, and the other half of the northwest 
front, eight feet; two tiers of relieving arches have 
been constructed on the southeast front; one tier 
and part of a second upon the northeast, and half of 
the northwest fronts; 1,721 cubic yards of brick 
work, and 1,421 of concrete have been laid ; and 28,- 
239 cubic yards of earth have been ombanked— 
nearly completing the glacis. 

As the imposition of heavy masses of earth on the 
glacis and rampart had caused settling, and in some 
instances cracks in the piers and walls, it has been 
thought advisable to subject, for a time, a portion of 
the walls and piers, to aheavy load. From observa. 
tion, on the partial trial already made, it will soon 
be known whether this process is generally necessary. 
The nature of the foundation is such, however, that 
no serious subsidence can take place. 

The difficulty of access to this fort, and its distance 
from all sources of supply, multiply the number, and 
at the same time augment the amount, of the con 
tingent expenses, making it very important, on the 
score of economy, that the work should be completed 
as soon as practicable. Itis the opinion of the en- 
gineer officer, in which I fully concur, that $55,000 
is the least appropriation, for the next fiscal year, 
consistent with an economical prosecution of the 
work, 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 


September, 1843, é ° - $27,165 08 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

4th quarter of 1843, - - ° 9,000 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury in the 

Ist and 2d quarters of 1844, © 18,165 08 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the haif year ending 

December 31, 1844, . e ° 35,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, ° : - 20,000 00 


Other approaches to the city of New Orleans.— 
During an examination made in the spring of 1841, 
of part of the country lying between New Orleans 
and the Gulf shore, I became informed of at least 
two avenues to the city that had not been brought 
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within the system of defence, although certainly not 
less practicable than others which had been fortified. 
How many more still might exist, was known only 
to the Spanish fishermen and bunters, who find a 
living among these obscure and impassable morasses, 
and whose guidance may be bought, as has been ex. 
perienced, even by the enemy. I felt it my duty, 
accordingly, to bring the subject to the :mmediate 
notice of the Secretary of War, and to request that 
a careful reconnoissance might be made of all the 
region extending from the easternmost pass into 
Lake Pontchartrain, round by the shore, to the 
Atchafalaya, comprising all the practicable passes 
into the interior, ‘This reconnoissance has been exe- 
cuted in the most satisfactory manner, under the di- 
rection of the chief of topographical engineers, by 
officers of that corps, who are believed to have left 
no important avenue unexplored, and to exhibit on 
the maps of their surveys all requisite information. 
It will be my duty to lay before you, as soon as 
they can be prepared, projects of several works indis- 
pensable for the defence of the newly discovered ap- 
proaches. ‘This cannot, however, be done in time to 
ask for an appropriation at the coming session. 
Contingencies of fortification, and incidental ex- 
penses attending repairs of fortifications.—The ex. 
penditures under these heads have been applied to_ 
objectsconnected with the preservation and efficiency | 
of fortifications which were not provided for by spe- 
cific grants. There will be a balance under each 
head which will revert to the surplus fund on the 
3lst December next, unless reappropriated, and I 
have to request that the two balances may be reap- 
propriated under one head, (for the sake of simplify. 
ing accounts,) with a small addition thereto. 
Balance in the Treasury of appropria- 
tion for the contingent expenses, &c., 
* September 30, 1843, . le 
Estimated to be drawn from the Trea- 
sury in the 4th quarter of 1843, - 
Amount liable to revert to surplus 
fund, December 31, 1843, and re. 
quired to be reappropriated, ° 


$32,296 01 


14,000 00 


18,296 01 
Balance in the Treasury of appropria. 
tion for incidental expenses, &c., 
September 30, 1843, - é 
Estimated to be drawn from the Trea- 
sury in the 4th quarter of 1843, + 
Amount liableto revert to surplus fund, 
December 31, 1843, and required to 
be reappropriated, - : . 


32,474 50 


13,000 00 


19,474 50 


Estimate of amount required to be ap. 
propriated for contingent expenses of 
fortifications for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, being a reappro. 
priation of the above amounts of 
$18,296 01 and $19,474 50, . 

Estimate of amount required to be 
appropriated for the same expenses, 
for the half year ending June 30, 
1845, . - ° ° 


37,770 51 


12,229 49 


| fancy, 





To be Continued. 





Communication. 


NEWSPAPER KNOW LEDGE—CAPT. STOCK. 
TON’S GUN. 








Several paragraphs relating to this gun have 
lately been going the rounds of the press, abounding 
with speculations whose sagacity is oqualled only by 
the profound gravity with which they are stated. 
That a country clown should gape in ignorant aston- 
ishment at assertions whose marvelousness consti. 
tutes their only claim to attention, is not to be won. 
dered at; but that men who form a portion of the 
intellectual community of the country should re- 
ceive and circulate statements which ought not to 
impose on the dawning intellect of a well tanght ur- 
chin of eight years old, is a fact as lamentable in 
the catalogue of human ‘infirmities as the delusions 
of clairvoyance or the self-devotion of Buddism. In 
the ignorant we expect credulity and superstition, 
for to such most of the discoveries in arts and sci- 
ence as well as the phenomena of nature are a dark 
and incomprehensible mystery; and whatever is not 
understood or but half comprehended, immediately 
addresses itself to the imagination to be there cloth- 
ed in the fantastic raiments of a lively but untutored 
To such the region of truth, which science 


|divests of its occult nature, is a void filled with mys- 


terious shapes, strange sounds, and fearful images. 
It borrows a thousand distorted forms, a thousand 
gorgeous colors, {rom the wild imaginings of a bar. 
barous ignorance, There, the imagination riots in 
untrammelled freedom, and, exulting in its dominion, 
creates a world of its own, peopled it may be with 
beautiful forms and pleasing harmonies.—with strange 
conceits and whimsical fantasies; but oftener with 
hideous distortions of familiar objects or the crude 
concoctions of uniformed enthusiasm. From such 
delusions the mind of an educated man should be 
free. ‘The dominion of superstitious folly is suppos- 
ed to cease, and to be replaced by the rational belief 
which reason yields to truth. The empire of men. 
tal darkness becomes illuminated with a new and 
ever-growing light, and the myriads of Protean 
shapes—the monstrous creations of wonder, igno- 
rance, superstition, and abject fear, are dissipated 
with the powers that gave them birth. The images, 
fancies, and belief that control the will and shackle 
the energies even of intelligence, and cling with 
fearful tenacity to the minds of the uninformed, un- 
thinking mass, take to themselves wings and fly 
away, to live, perhaps, in history, like the Grecian 
mythology, a huge structure, wonderful to after 
ages for its extravagant delusions ; or seck a refuge in 
the thin fancies of an over-refined and over-wrought 
imagination. Such should be, but such, unfortu- 
nately, is not always the effect of education. The 
marvellous will still hold its sway over the minds of 
many, and perhaps nowhere could stronger evidence 
of the fact be found than in the constant tendency to 
magnify the effects of the various inventions appli. 
cable to warfare which have, from time to time, at- 
tracted the public attention. Does an Englishman 


revive the exploded idea ef battering in breach hea. 
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vy stone walls with hollow shot, the sapient chroni- 
clers of the times immediately lift up their hands in 
admiration of the illustrious invention, and predict 
from it a ** change in the course of warfare.” Paix. 
han guns are thenceforward to decide the destinies 
of nations in the bloody arbitrament of war. Walls 
are to be demolished by missiles which all experience 
has shown are broken into fragments against stone 
or even brick, and the multitude shouts at the glori- 
ous idea ; nor does the egregious delusion cease un- 
til the experience of a San Juan D’Ulloa convinces 
the most stultified that the anticipation over which 
he has gloated has proved one of those empty bub- 
bles, brilliant with all the colors of the rainbow, but 





whose filmy transparency reflects nothing so clearly 
as the image of his own folly. Does a distinguished | 
General concentrate the energies of no ordinary 
mind—the experience of half a century—the influ- | 
ence of name, friends, and station—the powers of | 
his own oratory exerted over the length and breadth | 
of the land-—the blandishments of female wit, beau-| 
ty, and accomplishments, all in one great effort to, 
establish a new system of defence—and forthwith | 
these individuals fill the country with unceasing 
predictions, and rapturous applause of a scheme that 
has not a solitary feature to recommend it but its 
undoubted originality. Impracticable railroads in 
impracticable directions; unwieldy, expensive, and | 
useless floating batteries, mere sinking funds for 
public money, are swallowed without wincing and 
without suspicion of the magnitude of the imposition. ' 
For so wild a phrenzy time is the only cure. The 
visionists who lauded this infant Hercules must be 
convinced that it has received its only appropriate. 
reward—a quiet resting place in silence and oblivion. 
Again, we have the application of sub- marine batte. | 
ries to harbor defence—this, too, was to * change | 
the art of warfare.” Like many others, it would be | 
a formidable weapon could it be as happily applied as | 
it is maliciously intended; and it inay, at a future | 
day, perhaps, be successfully uscd in some of the | 
minor operations of defence. Nevertheless, with 
praiseworthy impartiality, this, too, received its tri- | 
bute from the knowing, who do not stop to reflect | 
that though a beautiful experiment may establish a | 
fact or illustrate a theory, it does not prove its prac. | 
ticability in the application intended. 

So, too, ever since it has been known that a large 
gun was to be constructed under the direction of 
Capt. Stockton, the columns of a portion of the news- 
paper press have afforded unceasing evidence of the 
shallowness of their knowledge, and of their unmiti. 
gated credulity. All informed men, of moderate ca- 
pacity, know that it is a large wrought iron gun, 
which, on account of its size and nicety of construc. 
tion, will probably have a greater range than a 24, 
32, or even a 42-pounder. In all this there is noth. 
ing new or marvellous. From the earliest periods of 
the application of gunpowder to the purposes of war, 
it has been an object of ainbition with potentates and 
powers to possess the hugest possible engines of de- 
struction. The history of artillery has preserved ac. 
counts of pieces constructed many centuries since, 
to which this gun would be a mere bauble. In 1487 





twelve pieces, calleg@ bombards, were cast in France, 
one of which threw a stone globe, 21 inches in di- 
ameter and weighing upwards of 500 Ibs., to a dis. 
tance of 8,000 paces, with a charge of 300 Ibs, Ma- 
hemet II, at the siege of Constantinople, had a gun 
of 27 inches calibre, which threw stones weighing 
from 850 to 1,200 pounds. The French have now 
in their possession a culverin, taken from the cas. 
tle of Ehrenbreitstein, called the Griffon, which was 
cast in 1528; it is 15 teet long, nearly 3 feet diame- 
ter at the breach, and weighs upwards of 26,000 Ibs. 
Such monsters belong to the infancy of the art, and 
may be regarded as monuments of its progress. 
Like the mammoths in the animal kingdom, they 
have disappeared to make way for smaller, it is true, 
but more serviceable and less unwieldy creatures. 
Neither is it a new thing to make wrought iron 
guns, for wrought iron was employed in the manu. 
facture of cannon before cast iron. ‘ Bombards,” 
says an eminent French author, “ were first con- 
structed of wood, bound with iron, then of longitu. 
dinal iron bars, hooped together like the staves of a 
cask ; but such assemblages being deficient in solidi- 
ty, they were made of wrought iron, then of cast, 
and finally of bronze.” As there is nothing peculiar 
in their being made large or of wrought iron, the 
combination of the two can scarcely claim the merit 
of originality in the projector, and would hardly ex- 
cite the astonishment of any one who had ever seen 
the performances of a six-pounder on a muster-day. 
The paragraph, however, to which we refer par- 
ticularly and which is attributed to the New York 
Sun, says, ‘‘ the gun is not so very large ;” but still 
states its service charge at 3 kegs, or about 75 Ibs. 
of powder. This is the acme of the credulous. It 
is about as sensible as to say that the Fat Boy was « 
very moderate sized urchin and yet weighed 400 lbs. 
If a man attempt to throw down a stone wall by push. 
ing against it with his hands, he will probably find 
that as he straightens his arms, the wall, instead of 
overturning with his efforts, will keep its place, and 
that he himself recedes from it. If he throw a 
ball against the side of a house, the ball rebounds 
and the house remains sensibly motionless. If he 
lay an iron and a wooden ball of equal size, side by 
side, and drive a wedge between them suddenly, the 
wooden ball will fly off, while the iron will scarcely 
stir. All these simple phenomena are the results of 
one great common law which governs the action of 
force upon matter, viz: that ali action is accompa. 
nied by a corresponding reaction. If the man push 
against the wall, the wall, though not endowed with 
vitality, als» pushes against him, and being, from its 
inertia and cohesion, less affected by the force than 
the body of the man, out-pushes him. The wall is, 
doubtless, in some degree, impressed with the force 
exerted against it; for if the united strength of 100 
men were just sufficient tu overthrow it, then but 99 
would be required whilst the man continued his ef- 
forts. But his own effort is not sufficient to produce 
motion. So, too, of the two balls laid side by side ; 
the same effort is exerted against both—-namely, the 
blow on the wedge, but the heavy mass acquires lit- 
tle or no velocity, while the other recedes rapidly and 
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exhausts the force applied in motion. To apply this 
to the firing of cannon. The powder between the 
bottom of the bore and the ball, may be regard- 
ed as a wedge, and if the weight of the gun were 
just equal to that of the bell, its velocity would be 
the same in an opposite direction, allowing fur the 
difference of form, As the weight of the gun pre. 
ponderates the recuil dimin.shes, in the direct ratio 
of their masses. Therefore, if the weight of the ball 
be 200 times less than that of the gun, and the bali 
quit the piece with a velocity of 200 yards a second, 
the guu will move ono yard a second in the opposite 
direction, if it be not resisted by the air and other 
opposing forces, A certain relation, it is very easy 
to perceive, and any one wno has ever fired a heavily 
charged yun from his shoulder knows it, must sub. 
sist between the ball and gua, in order to make the 
guu serviceable. Huw vain it is, therefore, for a 
man with a tithe of common sense, assisted by his 
own ordinary observations, to assert that a gun need 
not be “ very large” to fire a ball that requires 75 lbs. 
of powder, and which must weigh at least 200 lbs. 
A boy who has ever kicked a foot ball should know 
better. ‘I'he service charge of a 42-pounder is but 
104 lbs of powder, less taan one-séVonta of the pro. 
posed charge, and yet it must weigh 8,3JU ibs. 

I'he same authority asserts that this gun is to carry 
a ball three niles, If by this is intended the utinost 
range, the story is much too sinall to be marvellous ; 
for an our own service Colonel Bomford has succeeded 
in attaining ranges considerably greater. If the dis- 
tance refers to the poiut blank ranye the assertion 
will do, but must go down to posterity classed rather 
with the fiction than the fact of histury. No point 
blank range of that extent wor any approaching to 
it can ever be altained, with a machine that could be 
made practically useful. ‘Tne greatest initial velocity 
ever yet altained is about S0U yards a second, aud 
this is given by a charge § the weight of the ball. 
Beyond this there is no material increase of velocity 
trom increased charge. But the range may bea in. 
creased, with the same initial velocity, by increasing 
the diameter of the projectile. ‘The resistance of the 


air is proportional to the syuare of the velocity of the 
bull, and imversely to ils diameter and its density ; 
il, therefore, the initial velocities of two balls of une- 
qual sizes be the same, it is evident that the larger 
bail will have the advantage, and this in proportion 
to the excess of its diameter. ‘I'hevreticaily the 
range may be increased without liut;, dul a practi. 
cui limit is soon attaimed, for the weight of the pro- 
jectile increases in the ratio of the cube of its diaine- 
ters, and the increment in weight of the machine 
from which it ig fired must be to that of tie bail as 
200 or 250 tol. At a glance it may be perceived 
huw soon the machine must become unserviceable 
from its enormous weight. 

‘The samme article surinises that a steam-ship arined 
with one of these engines might take its position 
without the range of a 74 and tear her to pieces ! 
Wuy this would do for the nursery, to rank with the 
fouis of Munchausen and the terrors of Bluebeard. 
A 42 pounder fired horizontally or slightly elevated 
over water, where the ball ricochots will carry it be. 
tween 4 and SUUU yards. Now does any man in his 
senses—any inan who has ever seen a ship dancing 
ou the waters or read of a naval vattle—suppose that 
two vessels placed at such a distance cuuld harm 





sxach other. A Dutchman would situpon the deck 
of either ship and s:noke his pipe as composodly, as 
in the quiet back parlor of his high gabled house 
amid the peaceful canals of Amsterdam. If, indeed, 
it is meant to ascribe to this gun a point blank range 
of three miles, then we have nothing more to add ; we 
would only suggest that a telescope be fixed to the 
breech to point with. But assu-ning the sanity of the 
person who penned that article, he means probaly 
merely that the steam-ship may take her position at 
the point blank distance of her gins, and be beyond 
the point blank range of those of her adversary. This 
is true; but the steam-ship will not be out of reach 
of the guns of the 74, which have only to be slightly 
elevated to be nearly as effective as at point blank 
range. No doubt the heavy metal will have slightly 
the advantage, but it is only that of 1 large pugilist 
over asinall one, which may be compensated by agil- 
ity and quick hitting. Every one knows that can. 
nonades at long s1ot between vessels are very harm. 
less; ships are seldom disabled at a half or three 
quarters of a mile apart. This is the result of two 
causes: first, the motion of both vessels, which ren- 
ders accurate aim impossible ; and secondly, the very 
slight damage which even a large ball does to the 
hull of a man-of-war. A 24 pounder ball, which has 
a diameter of a little over 54 inches, psnetrates the 
sides of a vessel and leaves an aperture that may be 
stopped with a good sized walking stick. The elas- 
ticity of the wood is such, that the fibres instead of 
being cut are pushed aside and compressed. The 
noble vessel reels, groans and trembles with the blow 
inflicted on her, but becomes her own physician and 
closes herself the gaping wound which the iron mes. 
senger has opened. The masts and spars are the 
most vulnerable parts and these it is a mere chance 
to hit at long shot. The most decisive actions are 
those which are fought at half pistol shot muzzle to 
muzzle—yard-arm to yard.arm, and then grape and 
canister, sweeping the decks with iron showers, be- 
come much more effective than cannon balls, 

In making these remarks allusion has been made 
to Captain Stockton’s gun merely for the purpose of 
expusing the confident assertions of arrogant igno- 
rance, withuut any reference tothe merits of the 
piece, which will doubtless sustain the reputation of 
its projector. Complimentary notices from the 
sources referred to, show about as much apprecia. 
tion of inventions of science, as the “ bravos” of a 
country bumpkin to the tones of Malebran, or the 
strains of Paganini, indicate his taste for music; and 
both, with intelligent observers, excite what they 
equally deserve, an involuntary sinile of pity and con- 
tempt. With the reckless boldness of novices these 
kind of people plunge headlong into the midst of tho 
most elaborate systems in arts, science, or jurispru- 
dence, with equal indifference as to subject, and at 
once give opinions with a gravity that would charm 
a Solon, and a wisdoin that would shime a Shallow. 
Accustomed to assert without contradiction, they 
assume without the labor of examination, and with 
the self-complacency of undisputed wisdom set afloat 
upon the stream of time facts that astonish fiction. 
“* Modesty is a jewel” whose brilliancy they do not 
appreciate ; and it is fortunate that as Nature has 
exposed them to, it has also, by an impenetrable ar- 
mor of folly and impudence, shielded them from the 
contempt which ignorance and presumption inspire 
Like the slow-moving tortoise the indurated covering 
which is the cause of their dullness, is at the same 
time the best protection from the shafts and missiles 
to which it exposes them. From such armor the ar- 
guments of reason, the arrows of satire, and the darts 
of ridicule alike fall harmless for they are unobserv- 
ed ; and he who is encased in it sits impregnable in 
the pride of arrogance, a living monu nent to the tri- 
umphs of stupidity. 


G. 
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Proceedings in Congress. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, Decemser 16, 1843. 


Mr. Winturop presented resolves of the State of 
Massachusetts in relation to the injury apprehended 
to the U. S. naval establishment in Boston harbor, 
by the destruction of certain islands in said harbor. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Monxais presented the petition of certain citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for an appropriation 
for a dry dock at the Navy Yard at Philadelphia. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A communication was received from the Navy 
Department in answer to a resolution of inquiry re- 
epecting the fitness of cotton for sails, &c. Alsoa 
communication from the sane Department with an 
abstract of expenditures for the contingent expenses 
of the Navy, as settled in the office of the Fourth 
Auditor of the Treasury, for the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1843. 


Monpay, Decemeber 18. 


Mr. Jounson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That the Com:mittee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro. 
viding by law for the appointment of the Chief of 
the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing out of the 
number of Pursers in the navy. 


Wepnespay, Decemser 20. 





On motion of Mr. Bovp, the President’s message 
transinitting the report of the Board of Commission. 
ers appointed to select a site for a western armory, 
was referred to the Committce on Military Affairs. 


Faay, December 22. 


Mr. Cave Jounson moved a reference of the me- 
morial of the Mayor and Aldermen of Me:nphis, to. 
gether with an article accompanying the same, enti- 
tled * Maritime interests of the South and West,” to 
the Committee on Naval affairs, and that they be 
printed; which was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Jameson presented a memorial of the legisla. 
ture of Miss uri against disbanding the second revi. 
ment of Dragoons. Referred to the Committee on 
Military affairs. 

Mr. McIuvarne prosented a petition of citizens of 
Delaware county, Pa., praying an appropriation for 
a Wry dock at Puiladelphia. 


Tuespay, Decemser 26. 

Mr. Parmenter, from the Committee on Naval 
affairs, reported a bill to authorize the President of 
the United States, to direct transfers of appropria- 
tions for the naval service under certain circum. 
stances. The bill having been twice read, 

Mr. Parmenter explained that the object of the 


not wanted to works which had been cuimmenced, 
and which had been suspended in consequence of 
the exhaustion of appropriations. 

Mr, C. Jounson was not willing that a matter of 
this importance should be passed through without 
full discussion in Comunittee of the Whole House ; 
aud he therefore moved to refer it to that counnittee. 
He made this motion for the reason that the House 
had no control over the expenditures of the navy, 
without adhering to the practice of specific appro- 
priations; for there was no limit of a peace esta- 
blishment for the navy; and the Secretary could 
make the expenditures for particular objects what he 
pleased, if allowed to transfer the appropriations in 
this way. For example: at the last session, they 
appropriated one million of dollars for certain objects, 








on which the Sccretary had gone on to employ hands 
enough to exhaust two millions—thus setting his 
discretion above that of the Congress of the United 
States. It was in this way that he furnished an ar- 
gument for additional expenditures to keep these men 
in employ, and threw the odium of refusing to con- 
tinue them on Congress, 

Mr. ParMenTER objected to the reference to the 
Committee of the Whole, because two months at 
least would elapse before it could be acted on; and 
the necessities of the service were immediate and 
urgent. 

Mr. Levy could not refrain at the present moment 
from stating a fact which would clearly show the 
propriety of referring this subject to the Committee 
of the Whole. Out of $800,000 or $900,000.which 
had been appropriated for the repairs of the navy 





{ 


idily, the public service would suffer. 


' 
proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee; but, 
at the same tiine, he must remark that he regretted 
to witness a tone of feeling in regard to the navy 
bill was to enable the Secretary to transter the bal. | 


ancos of appropriations from objects where they were | 





yard at Pensacola, (the only naval station south of 
'Virginia,) there were at least $350,000 unaccounted 
for by the Navy Department; and why was it not 
‘accounted for? Because the Secretary, instead of 
|applying this sum to the Pensacola yard, (for which 
|it was appropriated,) had taken it upon himaelf to 
,expend it on other yards, 
| Mr. Have hoped that this bill would take the di- 
rection proposed for it by the gentleman from Ten- 
inessee, [Mr. C. Jonnson.] If there was one depart- 
| ment of the Government that required a most search- 
|ing investigation, it was that of the navy; and he 
| hoped that no appropriation would be made for it, 
hor any transfer appropriations be made, as proposed 
iby this bill, until that investigation was had. The 
appropriations for the naval service had swelled out 
from four millions (what they were in General Jack. 
son’s time) up to eight or nine millions, Nine mil- 
lions, he believed, was what was asked for by the 
present Sccretary ; and this, too, in time of profound 
‘peace. It was time to put an end to these enormous 
‘appropriations, which amounted to more than were 
made in any year of the last war, when the navy was 
winning laurels from the most powerful nation on 
the earth. He had no doubt that a proper investi. 
gation would result in showing that the naval appro- 
priations could advantageously be cut down at least 
four or five millions, 
| Mr, Parmenter agreed with the gentleman from 
| New Hampshire, that, to a considerable extent, the 
appropriations called for by the Secretary of the Navy 
were too high; but that had nothing to do with the 
question before the House, This bill was to provide 
‘for pressing emergencies; and unless it passed spee- 
It was neces- 
sary in this branch of the public service to vest so:ne 


discretion in the Executive. 


Mr. Buack observed, that he should vote for the 


which he could not but consider as hostile. ‘Though 
he would heartily agree on reducing the expendi. 
tures of the navy, he must express the high regard 
he felt for that arm of our national defence. It was 
that arm of our defence which was most important 
to the South, and tothe whole Atlantic seaboard, 
and it was the one that would be first called to meet 
the enemy in the event of a war. While he was 
willing to vote to cut down the appropriations, he 
was still ready to vote enough to keep the navy up 
to its present rate. 

The Sreaker then put the question on the refer. 
ence to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Unien; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Parmenter presented a petition from citizens 
of Charlestown, Massachuseits, for the discontinuance 
of the spirit ration in the navy. 

Mr. Bosster presented the petition of citizens of 
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Natchitoches, Sabine, Caddo, De Soto, Bossier, Oua- 
chita, Avoyelles, and Catahoula, praying Congress 
to pass a bill for remounting the second regiment as 
adragoon corps. Referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary affairs. 


Wepnespay, December 27. 


Mr. Hate offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be in. 
structed to report to this House when the home 
squadron was first established by law, whut have 
been the annual expenditures therefor, and how 
much of the estimated expense of the next year is 
intended for that purpose. 

Mr. Hamuin moved to amend the resolution, by 
adding : 

And what duty has been performed by the home 
squadron, 

Mr. Hate said he would state the object of the 
resolution. It appeared, from the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, that there would be a defi- 
ciency of revenue to meet the expenses of the Gov. 
ernment, of over four millions and a half of dollars. 
And to cover that deficiency, he proposed the profli. 
gate expedient of borrowing money. His own idea 
was, that they ought to reduce their expenditures, so 
as to bring them within their income. And looking 
to find where curtailment could best be made, he 

rceived that the Secretary of the Navy asks for the 
fiep Department nearly nine millions of dollars— 
nearly a third of the whole revenue of the country 
to be expended upon the navy. 

He believed they were indebted to this administra. 
tion for the home squadron, The whole sixteen 
vessels which composed that squadron were said to 
be necessary to protect the coasting trade; and 
though the portion of the country from which he 
came was deeply concerned in the coasting trade, 
yet he himself was convinced that many of those 
vessels might be dispensed with. He wanted the 
information called for in the resolution for the pur- 
pose of pointing out to the House where an enor- 


asks for nine millions. This report contained the 
principle that we must go on to increase our navy 
until it is at least one-half as large as that of Great 
Britain ; and what, then was the proportion of ad- 
‘ditional expense we must incur to arrive at that re- 
sult? Why an annual expenditure of thirty-two 
millions? If, however, gentlemen were to go on in 
this way. $32,000,000—nay, $50,000,000 would not 
be enough to pay the expense of their navy. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. Adams referred 
to the Texan and many other questions, on which a 
war with England had been looked to when the 
home squadron was established. 


ARMY. 


3v ArTILLERY.—One half of Company B, under 
the command of Ist Lieutenant, will take post with. 
in the Arsenal of Augusta, Ga., commanded by Lt. 
G. H. Talcott, of the Ordnance. ‘The other half, 
under Capt. J. R. Vinton, will await the instructions 
of Brig. Gon. Armistead, who will order it to take 
post at such station as he may designate. 


Deaths. 


From the Pensacola Gazette. 

Suddenly, at his residence in Pensacola, on Mon- 
day morning the 25th instant, Lieutenant JAMES 
K. BOWLE, of the U. 8. Navy, and attached tothis 
station, as Inspector of Provision and Clothing. The 
writer of this brief and feeble tribute, enjoyed the 
friendship and confidence of the deceased, through- 
out the whole of his professional career, embracing 
a period of more than seventeen years, and can with 
truth testify that a more patriotic officer he has never 
known; without guile, brave even to rashness, and 
generous to a fault, 

‘© The brave are always generous.” 

Lieutenant Bowie was a native of Maryland, and 
never did that gallant State send forth a more gallant 
spirit. He was first brought into the naval service, 
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mous expense might be cut duwn without endanger. 
ing any of the interests of the country. 

Mr. J. C. Incersott was understood to say that | 
he always had thought and said that the expendi- 
tures for the navy were more than they ought to be, 
He had no doubt at all but that, by a judicious sys. 
tem of administrative economy—not by cutting down 
and tearing up by the roots, but by a simple aud pro. 
per system —at least one million of dollars night be 
saved in a year in that branch of the public service, 
True economy did not consist in cutting down the 
establishments of the country, but by a judicious ad- 
ministration of their affairs; and if it was not ob. 
tained in this way, it was in vain to hope for it in 
any other. You may put down the home squadron 
this year, and you may dismount a regiment of dra. 


by his uncle, Doctor Ray, a gentleman well known, 


‘and beloved, in the rank of one of the most distin. 
guished surgeons of his day. Under the auspices . 


and immediate care of the late Doctor Ray, it is no 
marvel, Licutenant Bowie won a character any might 
be proud to bear. In his manner Lieutenant Bowie 
was a geniletrnan somewhat reserved, perhaps, except 
when among very intimate friends, but always cour- 
teous and affable. His bosom was the seat of truth 
and honor. Since the year eighteen hundred and 
thirty-four, at which time Lieutenant Bowie passed 
his examination preparatory to promotion with dis. 
tinguished success, being placed near the head of the 
largest list of midshipmen ever examined before—his 
service has been active and constant. He has fallen 





goons the next; but this will amount to next to 
nothing. He believed that it the expenditures of the | 
Government were to be reduced at all, it would | 
only be done by an administrative economy, and by 
looking into every department with an eye to what 
could be saved. 

Mr. Apams asked for what purpose was it neces- 
sary to have this home squadron! Was tie great 
maritime power of the earth in such a position to- 
wards us as to authorize us to expect a iostile Bri 
tish squadron on our coasts? No; he believed not, 
Then what was this nine millions of dollars wanted 
for? ‘here was a statement, two years ago, in the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, in which they 
were told that our present navy, in comparison with 
that of Great Britain, was only as one to cight—that 
is, that the British navy was eight times as large as 
ours. Now, in that year eight millions of dollars was 


in the early years of his manhood—but his brother 
officers will long hold in recollection his many emi- 
nent virtues, and clevated qualities as officer, seamen 
and gentleman. His funeral procession was attended 
by all the officers of the Navy on the station, headed 
by Commodore Lavallette, the senior and ecommand- 
ing oflicer, together with a great number of the wor. 
thy citizens of Pensacola, and the customary mili- 
tary honors observed at the grave. 
R. E. A. 


At Philadelphia, on Wednesday evening, the 3d 
instant, ROBERT S. TATEM, master, U.S. Navy, 
in the fifty-second year of his age. 





FFICIAL REGISTERS.—We have now in press the official 

Army and Navy Registers for 1844. ‘They wili contain, in 
addition to former publications, a table of pay, rations, and all 
other allowances for the past fiscal year. Wwe shall print a few 
exura copies, and us the number will be limited, officers and oth- 
ers who may desire them ave requested to send their orders im- 
mediately, ALEXANDER & BARNARD, 





asked for the navy; the report of the present year 


jan 11—3t Printers, 17th st. 
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